
Language & Literacy 
Language: Our bridge to learning, identity, and community

اللغة هويتي

Language is power.
Je parle trois langues avec fierté.

Our PHILOSOPHY

Language is the foundation for thinking, learning, and global citizenship.
Building multilingual, confident learners through inclusive, 

evidence-based  practices

Cultural & National Heritage
Taught in Arabic, Islamic, 

and Saudi History  & 
Geography

Arabic

Instructional Language
Used across most subjects

English

Enrichment &  Identiy
Supported through classes, clubs, 

resources, and extracurriculars

French, Mother 
Tongue,  Other Languages

 I speak Arabic at 
home and English 

& Arabic  at 
school!

I read in Arabic, 
write in English, 

and dream in 
French!

My mother tongue 
is part of who I am.

Languages link my 
past, present, and 

future.

I think in two 
languages, and 
that makes me 

think deeper.

I write poems in 
Arabic and code in 

English!

Speaking more 
than one language 
is a gift I carry with 

pride.

OUR AIMS AND COMMITMENTS

Ensure all students 
are proficient in 

English and Arabic

Nurture respect for 
linguistic and 

cultural diversity

Promote opportunities 
to learn additional 

languages

Support all students 
with inclusive literacy 

pathways

Strengthen family–
school partnerships 

around language learning

EVIDENCE-BASED LITERACY PRACTICES

We follow the Science of Reading, 
ensuring mastery of

Phonics & Phonemic 
Awareness

Fluency & 
Vocabulary

Reading 
Comprehension

Structured programs and 
progress monitoring tools 

are used school-wide.

Reading Instruction

Writing Instruction

Students learn writing through

sentence-to-paragraph 
clarity and structure

planning, writing, revising 
with confidence and 

independence
Self-Regulated Strategy 

Development (SRSD)

The Writing Revolution (TWR)

Writing is integrated across 
all subjects and genres 

(narrative, opinion, 
informative).

CURRICULUM FRAMEWORKS

literacy integrated 
through inquiry & 

structured 
instruction

PYP (Grades KG–5)

International 
American curriculum, 

using structured & 
inquiry-based 

language models

Grades  6 - 12

Internationally 
benchmarked Arabic 

language aligned with 
Hanada Taha 

Standards and 
the  Saudi MoE for 

native & non-native 
speakers

French language, 
and extra Languages: 
offered through clubs 

& enrichment 
programs,  aligned to 

AERO World 
Languages

WHOLE-SCHOOL LANGUAGE CULTURE

All teachers are language teachers.

Language learning is 
embedded into every 

subject and inquiry.

Collaboration among 
teachers supports 
literacy across the 

curriculum.

Literacy is seen as a shared responsibility.

INCLUSION & LANGUAGE EQUITY

 Tiered interventions ▪
Targeted literacy support and inclusive practices ▪

LEARNERS WITH 
DIFFERENT NEEDS

 ARABIC LANGUAGE 
SUPPORT

 Remedial Arabic groups for 
native speakers more than two 
levels below proficiency

▪

Arabic as an Additional Language 
(AAL) program for non-native 
speakers

▪

Emphasis on listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing in Arabic

▪

 MOTHER TONGUE 
DEVELOPMENT

 Library materials and clubs 
support students' home 
languages

▪

School-led or student-led 
cultural and language clubs to 
maintain identity

▪

ASSESSMENT & MONITORING

Students are 
assessed in 

reading, writing, 
listening, and 

speaking

Mix of formative 
and summative 

assessments
Use of:

MAP Growth standardized 
tests

◦

TALA and Mubakkir 
Arabic  standardized Tests

◦

Teacher-designed 
assessments

◦

Self-assessment and peer 
feedback to build 
metacognition

◦

Three Types of Language Learning in 
the IB PYP

1. Learning 
Language

 Developing the 
language as a 

subject

2. Learning 
About Language

Exploring the 
structure, rules, 

and cultural 
context of 
language.

3. Learning 
Through 

Language
Using language 
as a medium for 

learning other 
subjects


